I didn't know anything about it", but he went on to state that he re lied
on the foreman's statement that he believed it was safe-and he was the
expert at the time I consulted with him" (Tr. 135-Uo;.

Responding to a question as to whether he believed the lighting
of the dryer with a burning piece of paper was safe, Mr. Bentgen replied
as follows (Tr. 136-137):

Q. Do you still feel that the lighting of this
burner by manual means is safe?

A, There is a preferable method.  I don't think
it Is unsafe.  I have done it myself and I would do it
again.

Mr. Fortescue mentioned the fact that
applying the flame to the gas, If there is a drier
operator there and I am holding the burning piece of paper,
he turns on the gas, there is a flame about that long
comes out of the pipe, directed in that direction and I
am standing here holding the paper with the flamej unless
he were to turn the gas on, and holding It there for some
period of time, which you cannot do, because there is a
safety device for that, if there is no flame in the gas to
the pilot.  If this were to happen and then I were to light
the flame, then there might be an explosion.  But I can't
imagine the safety devices that are put In there, the
scanning devices on the pilot would cut the light off to the
pilot, if there is no flame. The fact- that the operator la
standing there to turn the gas on while I have the flame
to the pilot, I can't imagine any unsafety.

Q. What if the purge is inoperative, if the purge
is not operating?

A.  If the purge is not operating, I don't think
there would be any chance of explosion from the pilot light.
There may be a chance of explosion after the main burner is
kicked on, if 1 were to walk away from the pilot. But I
don't think I am qualified to answer that.

With regard to the company's motivation in discharging Mr, Cooley,
Mr. Bentgen indicated as follows (Tr. 141-142):

Q. Of course. This whole case is what the state
of mind of Mr. Cooley was at the time of his alleged refusal
to perform the task of lighting that pilot light by whatever
means. You seem to take, some people seem to take the posi-
tion here it was an act of insubordination, compounded by
the fact that he had similar problems of an Insubordinate
nature in the past.

1022 Mr. Cooley had never spoken to him about safety complaints, and that
